2020 Patricia Murphy Coleman
Memorial Scholarship

Since 1972, the Illinois Paralegal Association has been a leading voice for paralegalsin
[llinois. The IPA exists because of the efforts of both our founders and the many IPA members
who have given their time and talents to make this fine organization what it is today.

In February of 2017, the paralegal field lost one of its champions, Patricia Murphy
Coleman. Pat was the first paralegal at Vedder Price where she retired in 2010. She served as
President of the IPA from 1986-1988, held many other offices in the organization, and created
the IPA’s quarterly publication Outlook. She received the Local Leader of the Year Award from
the National Federation of Paralegal Associations and the IPA Lifetime Achievement Award.
Those who knew her best will tell you she was a model of professionalism and dedication to the
paralegal field. The Board of Directors has been exploring the idea of offering a scholarship for
paralegal students over the last few years, and we feel that naming this scholarship after one of
the IPA's most significant leadersis afitting tribute.

Through its fundraising efforts with the help of our generous sponsor, One Legal, the IPA is
excited to offer a $500 scholarship this year. To be considered for this scholarship, applicants
must be enrolled in a paralegal program from an accredited paralegal program or college level
program with an emphasis in paralegal studies in the state of Illinois for the Fall 2020/Spring
2021 term and have a current GPA of 3.0. (High school GPA of 3.0 will be accepted only if the
applicant has not completed a college semester at the time of applying).

Illinois Paralegal Association Board Members, Chairpersons and their families are not
eligible for this scholarship.



Please submit the each of the following documents with your application:

1.

A letter of recommendation from the director of your paralegal program, an instructor
from your paralegal program or other educator in the college where you are attending
classes. (Letters from high school educators or a current employer will be accepted only
if you have not completed a college semester at the time of applying for this scholarship).

A letter of recommendation from another individual of your choosing. This letter cannot
be from a relative unless that individual currently employs or has in the past employed
youl.

A copy of your transcript from the paralegal program or college at which you are
currently enrolled. High school transcripts will be accepted only if you have not
completed a college semester.

A double-spaced essay, not to exceed four pages, 12 point font, with 1 inch margins on
the following topic:

How do you think the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic will change the future of
the paralegal profession?

This application and al accompanying documentation must be postmarked by October 15, 2020
and sent by a USPS Priority Mail or USPS Overnight. Incomplete submissions will not be
eligible for consideration.

Please send your application and all accompanying documents to:

Illinois Paralegal Association
Attn: Scholarship Committee
P.O. Box 452

New Lenox, IL 60451

The essay submission included with your application becomes the property of the Illinois Paralegal Association and may be
reproduced without permission for publication and publicity purposes along with applicant’s name and photograph.

To be considered for this scholarship, applicants must be enrolled in a paralegal program from an accredited paralegal program
or college level program with an emphasis in paralegal/legal studies in the state of Illinais for the Fall 2020/Spring 2021 term
and have a current GPA of 3.0. (High school GPA of 3.0 will be accepted only if the applicant has not completed a college
semester at the time of applying).

Illinois Paralegal Association Board Members, Chairpersons and their families are not eligible for this scholarship.

Winner (s) will be contacted before November 3, 2020. Detailswill be forwarded at that time.



2020 Illinois Paralegal Association
Scholarship Application
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APPLICANT INFORMATION:

Full Name:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Phone:_ ( ) -

COLLEGE PROGRAM INFORMATION:

School:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

Program Director:

Director’s Phone: ( ) -

Current GPA: Expected Date of Graduation:

Type of Paralegal Degree/Certificate you are pursuing (i.e. BA, AAS, or Certificate) :

Please describe how you have financed your paralegal education. Include any grants,
scholarships, financial aid and/or funding from other sources.

List any community and/or college activities which you are currently involved:
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List any honors or awards you have received from your community or while attending college.

REFERENCES:

Please provide the names and addresses of at least two references along with a letter of
recommendation from each.

Reference 1. (Must be Program Director, Educator or Employer)

Full Name:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Phone:_ ( ) -

Reference 2:

Full Name:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Phone:_ ( ) -

The applicant has completed the foregoing document and the answers made herein are true,
correct and complete the best of his/her knowledge and belief.

Applicant Signature: Date:






